Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time - September 20, 2020
Mission Statement: We are a united faith filled community, dedicated to Christ, obedient to the Holy Spirit. We strive
to live the Word of God through sacramental life. We are committed to the enrichment of our children with faith, hope
and love.
Envious of the Generous …
Or should the heading of this column be the better
known phrase of ‘Misery Loves Company’? I spent hours
trying to make a decision about that before I finally sat
down to write this. I am referring, of course, to the parable
told by Jesus in this Sunday’s Gospel reading. Jesus’
parables challenge the logic and normative thinking of the
world. He brings Christians, who are in the world but not of
the world, to another category; that of a higher logic. The
world says that every person must be treated in a manner
that is fair. There is no room for that in Christianity.
I know people who are fair. They are good people,
mostly. But they lack something. They appear to be on the
right track. They are careful not to cheat others, and that is
a worthy quality to have. But in their process of splitting
hairs over who gets what, they run the risk of acquiring a
demeanor which is cold and calculating. They forget that
they are dealing with people and start to believe that
everything can be reduced to columns of numbers. Those
numbers are then added up to determine a person’s worth.
People who are fair run the risk of standing on the precipice
of the great abyss that yawns between seeing each person as
a gift on one side and seeing the person as a mere
functionary on the other.
Sometimes, in fairness, people fall into the abyss.
They forget that there is much more in life than being fair;
that life is not always fair. That is where desperation sets in;
followed by bitterness and emptiness. But Jesus gives us
this story of a man who is not fair. The owner of the
vineyard is more than fair. He is generous. He does not
stand near any kind of abyss. He stands on the precipice of
joy and endless possibility. He does not limit others to
columns of numbers to be added up. The landowner in this
parable gives because he is joyful. He shares his joy with
others. He sees each person as a gift and responds by
realizing the gift he is for others by giving to them. All
those people who want fairness seem bitter because the
landowner is generous. They probably live cold,
calculating, miserable lives in which everything is
accounted for. In contrast, the landowner does not treat
anybody fairly. He treats others in a manner that is more
than fair. One that is better than fair. He is generous with
what he has.
Happy Sunday!
Fr. Timothy J. Hall, priest

May the Lord bestow
His abundant blessing upon:
Jaxon Timothy Harris, son of Chancellor Jaye Harris
and Jessenia Elaine Kalstad, was Baptized on Saturday,
September 12, 2020 at St. Mary Catholic Church,
Madelia.
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Knights of Columbus ~ Bike Give Away Project
The Bike Give Away Project is starting up again.
If you have any bikes you want to give away, please
contact Paul Nordstrom at 507-375-3583. We will pick
them up.

St. Mary’s School ~ Fall Festival Raffle
Sunday, September 27, 2020
Over $3,000 in prizes!
2:00 p.m. ~ Raffle ticket sales close
3:00 p.m. ~ Raffle Winners Announced
Tickets available at St. Mary’s School Office and
St. James Parish Center. Need not be present to win.
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St. James Parish Rummage Sale ~ Date Pending
Covid-19 has us on hold right now.
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Envidioso de los Generosos ...

~ Confirmation has been postponed until early 2021.
Details forthcoming.

3:30 - 6:00 p.m.
Church of Christ
Parking Lot

Since we have all been stuck at home
sorting and cleaning, how about you parting with your
stash! We will be accepting your treasures on Mondays
and Thursdays from 9:00 a.m. until Noon. If your busy
schedule needs another drop off time, call the Parish
Center at 375-3542 Extension 5. We will work with
you. We will keep you posted as to when the sale will
happen. Thank you.
As this is an All Parish Rummage Sale, the
funds raised will be going into the Parish General
Fund.

-------------------------------

Madelia

Sunday
September 27

2nd Collection
Natural Disaster
Please thank and pray
Relief

Farmers Market

School Sisters of Notre Dame

3:30 - 6:00 p.m.
Church of Christ
Parking Lot

2020 NoFest Octoberfest
Win prizes every day in October!
Prizes range from $50 to $2,020.

(corner of Eager Ave.
SE and 1st St. SE)

for our priests!

The 40 Days For Life Campaign

St. James Christian Mothers ~ Annual Meeting

September 23 through November 1

Thurs., Sept. 24 ~ 5:30 p.m. - catacombs

Please pray for an end to abortions.

Hostesses: Joanne Junker, Betty Berg, Judy Hanson and
Terese Hall

----------------------------------------------------------

To learn more about this event:
www.ssndcp.org/nofest
Each $20 ticket gives you 31 opportunities to win.
Entry forms are available at the main entrance of the
church. Entries must be postmarked by September 25,
2020.

Prayer to End Abortion
Lord God, I thank you today for the gift of my
life, and for the lives of all my brothers and sisters. I know
there is nothing that destroys more life than abortion. Yet
I rejoice that you have conquered death by the
Resurrection of Your Son. I am ready to do my part in
ending abortion. Today I commit myself never to be silent,
never to be passive, never to be forgetful of the unborn. I
commit myself to be active in the pro-life movement, and
never to stop defending life until all my brothers and
sisters are protected and our nation once again becomes a
nation with liberty and justice not just for some, but for
all, through Christ our Lord. Amen.
~Rev. Frank Pavone

Diocesan Social Concerns and Catholic Charities
Virtual Event ~ October 3, 2020
“Voting in 2020 - A Catholic Approach”
Presenter: Dr. Bernard Evans, Professor Emeritus,
School of Theology at St. John’s University, Collegeville
Information/registration - ilandsteiner@ccsomn.org

¡Hablando en español!

St. James / St. Mary
Saturday, Oct. 10 ~ First Communion for both
St. Mary & St. James at 10:00 a.m. in St. James.
Each child may attend with two adults.

Thursday
September 24

Farmers Market St. James

Nationwide Day of Prayer and Fasting
All people of good will are invited to take part in
a day of prayer and fasting on Thursday, September 24,
for the intention of God’s mercy on our country and the
healing and conversion of our hearts, especially in light
of the ongoing pandemic and civil unrest.
Those who are able are asked to fast until
sundown as a sign of repentance. Our parish churches will
be open during the day for adoration. Exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament will take place from 9:00 a.m. until
Noon at St. Mary Church and from 1:00 - 6:00 p.m. at
St. James Church. Everyone is welcome to pray in the
church during Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament.

24 Friday

Nationwide

-------------------------------

Joseph Charles Palmquist, son of Dallas Palmquist and
Jeweliana Paramo, was Baptized on Saturday,
September 12, 2020 at St. Mary Catholic Church,
Madelia.

Thursday, September 24, 2020

Faith Formation News

Meetings & Events Calendar ~ September 20 - October 3, 2020

Watonwan County Food Shelf
Open Wednesday’s ~ 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
New Evening Hours!
2nd and 4th Friday of the month. ~ 4:30 - 7:00 p.m.
*No Referral Needed

¿O el título de esta columna debería ser la frase
más conocida de 'la miseria ama el compañerismo'? Pasé
horas tratando de tomar una decisión al respecto antes de
que finalmente me senté a escribir esto. Me refiero, por
supuesto, a la parábola contada por Jesús en la lectura
evangélica de este domingo. Las parábolas de Jesús
desafían la lógica y el pensamiento normativo del mundo.
Lleva a los cristianos, que están en el mundo pero no del
mundo, a otra categoría; la de una lógica superior. El
mundo dice que toda persona debe ser tratada de una
manera justa. No hay lugar para eso en el cristianismo.
Conozco gente justa. Son buenas personas, sobre
todo. Pero les falta algo. Parecen estar en el camino
correcto. Tienen cuidado de no engañar a los demás, y esa
es una cualidad digna de tener. Pero en su proceso de
dividir pelos sobre quién obtiene qué, corren el riesgo de
adquirir un comportamiento que es frío y calculador.
Olvidan que están tratando con personas y comienzan a
creer que todo se puede reducir a columnas de números.
Esos números se suman para determinar el valor de una
persona. Las personas que son justas corren el riesgo de
estar en el precipicio del gran abismo que bosteza entre ver
a cada persona como un regalo de un lado y ver a la
persona como un mero funerario en el otro.
A veces, para ser justos, la gente cae en el abismo.
Olvidan que hay mucho más en la vida que ser justo; que
la vida no siempre es justa. Ahí es donde la desesperación
se establece en; seguido de amargura y vacío. Pero Jesús
nos da la historia de un hombre que no es justo. El
propietario del viñedo es más que justo. Es generoso. No se
para cerca de ningún tipo de abismo. Se encuentra en el
precipicio de la alegría y la posibilidad sin fin. No limita a
que otros a columnas de números se suman. El terrateniente
de esta parábola da porque es alegre. Comparte su alegría
con los demás. Ve a cada persona como un regalo y
responde dándose cuenta del don que es para los demás al
darles. Todas esas personas que quieren justicia parecen
amargas porque el terrateniente es generoso.
Probablemente viven vidas frías, calculadoras y miserables
en las que todo está contabilizado. En contraste, el
terrateniente no trata a nadie de manera justa. Trata a los
demás de una manera que es más que justa. Es generoso
con lo que tiene.
¡Feliz domingo!

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Catholic Charities ~ Baby Bottle Campaign
October 4 -31
Baby bottles will be available at the church entrances on
Sunday, October 4. Please return on Sunday, November 1.

Estante de Alimentos del Condado de Watonwan
Horas Abiertas: Los Miércoles ~ 10:00 am - 1:00 pm
Nuevas Horas de Noches!
2o y 4o Viernes del mes. ~ 4:30 - 7:00 p.m.
*No se necesitan referencias

P. Timothy J. Hall, sacerdote

St. Mary’s School ~Winter Raffle Winner
September 20 ~ $200 ~ Bradley Stradtman

Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time - September 20, 2020
Mass Schedule & Intentions: September 21 - 27, 2020
Mon 21
No Mass
Tues 22 8:00 a.m. St. James Parish
Wed 23 8:30 a.m. St. Mary Parish - School Mass
Thur 24 7:00 p.m. St. James Parish - Spanish Mass
Fri 25 8:30 a.m. St. Mary Parish
Sat 26
No Mass
Sun 27 8:00 a.m. St. Mary Parish
Sun 27 10:00 a.m. St. James Parish
Sun 27 12:00 p.m. St. James Parish - Spanish Mass

X Larry Sandmeyer
X Sandy Seibert
X Clem & Edna Kunz
X Karen Wihlm

Monday, Sept. 21
St. Matthew, Apostle
and Evangelist

pro populo
X Richard Paul
X Robin Osland

Ephesians 4:1-7,11-13
Matthew 9:9-13
Tuesday, Sept. 22
Weekday
Proverbs 21:1-6, 10-13
Luke 8:19-21

Liturgical Roles: September 27, 2020
Sun. 27 - St. Mary 8:00 a.m.
Servers:
Reader:
Communion Ministers:
Ushers:
Homebound:
Truman Homebound:

Wednesday, Sept. 23
St. Pius of Pietrelcina,
Priest
Proverbs 30:5-9

Luke 9:1-6

Sun. 27 - St. James 10:00 a.m.
Servers:
Reader:
Communion Ministers:
Ushers:
Rosary:

Thursday, Sept. 24
Weekday
Ecclesiastes 1:2-11
Luke 9:7-9
Friday, September 25
Weekday
Ecclesiastes 3:1-11
Luke 9:18-22

2020 ~ Catholic Ministries Appeal Update
St. James

Goal
$19,750.

Received
$ 3,160.

Donors
14

St. Mary

$14,650.

$ 3,500.

13

Remember: If parish goals are not met by December 31, 2020, the parishes must pay the
amount remaining from operating funds.

“And of all that you give me
I will surely give one tenth to you.”
As of September 13, 2020

READINGS
For the Week

St. James

~Genesis 28:22

St. Mary

Church Support needed per week:

5,004

3,185

Church Support giving last week:

3,821

2,822

Church Support needed fiscal year-to-date:

55,044

35,035

Church Support giving fiscal year-to-date:

31,304

26,925

Saturday, Sept. 26
Ss. Cosmas and
Damian, Martyrs;
Blessed Virgin Mary
Ecclesiastes 11:9-12:8
Luke 9:43b-45
Sunday, Sept. 27
Twenty-sixth Sunday
in Ordinary Time

Ezekiel 18:25-28
Philippians 2:1-11
Matthew 21:28-32

